As Sir Arthur Keith has just told us, it is by no means surprising that defects of a hernial nature should be found at the umbilicus. The umbilical cord of higher animals is, so to speak, a borrowing?in fact a stealing?of a portion of the abdominal wall of more primitive forms. Hence the abdominal viscera protrude into the umbilical cord, which is properly an integral part of the abdominal wall in early embryonic life. Later, when the developing embryo has decided to use the tissue of his cord for another purpose, he hurriedly withdraws his viscera into the abdomen proper and seals up the umbilical orifice. As is so often the case with after-thoughts, his and brought together over the viscera. 
